
Hurricane Florence 
Review/Discussion



What is the deadliest aspect of a 
tropical system?

ÅA: Inland Flooding

ÅB: Storm Surge

ÅC: Tornadoes

ÅD: Wind





Know Your Zone Program
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Evacuation Decision
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Å Challenge
Å A: Making critical decisions with the information you 

have at the current time

Å B: Communicating risk to the public AND the 
understanding of that risk
Å Storm Category Confusion

Å Analysis & Decision
Å State-led decision

Å Driving Factor: Storm Surge 

Å Decision timing tied to roadway clearance times

Å Clearance time for 3 of 4 zones exceeds the issuance 
timing of Storm Surge Watches & Warnings (48hrs)



Evacuation Decision

Å Usage of data and analytics
Å Norfolk Zone A Population: 61,423

Å Virginia Zone A Population: 240,274

Å See handout for map & statistics

Å Issued: 9/10 ς5pm

Å Lifted: 9/14 ς10am



Communication to Public

Å What is my true risk?

Å Do I really have to leave?

Å Can I go to Zone B, C or D?

Å²ƛƭƭ L ƎŜǘ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛŦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜΚ

8








